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The Fly-By is published quarterly on 
the first month of each quarter. 
Deadline for submissions are: 

1Q – 20 December 

2Q – 20 March 

3Q – 20 June 

4Q – 20 September 

Text may be submitted in the body of 
an e-mail (preferred) or as a document 
attached to an e-mail (a .txt or Word 
.doc/docx, or, if written in another word 
processor, saved as an .RTF). 

Images in JPG format, un-retouched, 
un-cropped, and at least 1200 x 900 
pixels, sent as attachments, never 
embedded in the document.  

Credits: In all cases, please give full 
grade, name, and unit of assignment 
of  

• The article’s author(s), 

• Photographer, and  

• Anyone in the article or 
appearing in photos.  
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Send submissions to the Editor at: 

awoodgate735@gmail.com 

Message size limit: 20 MB. If too big, 
please send it in two emails. 
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 SWR Commander’s Corner 

Another hurricane season has proven the concept of One CAP as we have aircrews from 
Louisiana Wing in Florida conducting WALDO missions. Members from every wing in Southwest 
Region working the virtual IMT for the mission.  

If you remember last year, eight name hurricanes hit the region again, giving opportunity for 
One CAP. Please be safe here at the end of the storm season and check upon your neighbors if 
weather hits. In unity.  

Col. Martha C. Morris 
Southwest Region Commander  

 

Safety is Priority One  

Please read the latest issue of The Safety Beacon for timely, seasonal advice at 
http://members.gocivilairpatrol.com/safety/  

Have you taken the Operational Risk Management Basic, Intermediate and Advanced online 
courses? Please visit: CAPSafety | Civil Air Patrol National Headquarters (gocivilairpatrol.com)  

• Safety must be on every CAP member’s mind, at all times.  

• Before engaging in any CAP activity, a safety briefing must be conducted. 

• Don’t miss the Safety Specialty Track training posted at Safety Beacon | 
Civil Air Patrol National Headquarters (gocivilairpatrol.com) 

• Safety Beacon | Civil Air Patrol National Headquarters (gocivilairpatrol.com)  

• Safety is our Number One Priority. 

 

How to Submit News Items for this Newsletter 

� Which Articles Are Best? 

Ideally, articles should deal with a wing-wide event, preferably conducted in conjunction with 
or coordinated with another wing (or better yet across regions).  

Individual articles dealing with a subject that is of interest to a broad audience qualify as well. 

Articles bylined by cadets, especially when the subject is of interest to a broad audience, are 
also welcome.  

� Do I Submit Photos? 

Articles with no photos may not be selected for publication. Do not embed images in a Word 
document. Instead, send in the original, un-retouched, full-size digital photos as attachments.  

� If You Have Article Ideas or Suggestions 

If you have an article in mind but are not sure whether it would be acceptable, you need some 
guidance in writing it, or you would like to comment on the material published here, please feel 
free to contact the editor: awoodgate735@gmail.com.  

Please read the latest issue of The Safety Beacon for timely, seasonal advice at 
http://members.gocivilairpatrol.com/safety/    
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Top: Cadet Airman 1st Class Xitlali Vazquez of Deer Valley Composite Squadron in Phoenix flew her first solo on July 13 
during the Navy-sponsored CNAF Flight Academy. (Photo: CNAF, U.S. Navy) 

Arizona Wing Cadet Soars in U.S. Navy Summer Flight Academy 

by Maj. Margot Myers, Arizona Wing 

PHOENIX – While some high school students spent their summer break working as lifeguards 
or hanging out with friends, Cadet Airman 1st Class Xitlali Vazquez of the Arizona Wing took on a 
more challenging opportunity.  

The Deer Valley Composite Squadron cadet completed an intensive eight-week U.S. Navy 
Summer Flight Academy aviation program at Elizabeth City State University in Elizabeth City, 
North Carolina. 

On July 13, 2022, she flew her first solo flight and went on to complete 68 hours of flying, 
including a solo cross-country flight. Vazquez completed the flight academy program at the end of 
July and earned six hours of college credit in the process, but due to weather and some COVID 
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cases among the students, she ended up 1.3 hours short of the number of solo hours required to 
take the FAA check ride.  

Vazquez was one of 20 high-performing 11th- and 12th-graders – and the only one in CAP – 
from throughout the country selected for the program, established in 2021 by the commander, 
Naval Air Forces, to increase diversity in the field of aviation.  

 Vazquez joined CAP in November 2021. Second Lt. Patrick Sliney, the Deer Valley 
squadron’s deputy commander for cadets, called her “a sharp cadet with excellent customs and 
courtesies.” 

CAP is only part of her story. Vazquez also participates in the Navy Junior ROTC program at 
Greenway High School in Phoenix, which is what led her to the scholarship to pursue her aviation 
dreams. 

On her application for the program, Vazquez was asked to describe a challenge she had 
overcome.  

“She wrote that while her family was supportive of her aviation dreams, a lot of her friends told 
her this just wasn’t attainable,” said Lt. Olivia Barrau, CNAF Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) 
operations officer. “That fired her up, and she went after this scholarship program to prove that 
she could reach her goals.” 

Consideration for the CNAF program required a strong recommendation from the naval 
science instructor at her school, outstanding academic achievement, and a demonstration of 
diverse interests, which Vazquez met through a range of extracurricular activities including Best 
Buddies, Young Aviators, Youth Alive, and on a more artistic side, the Fashion Club. She also 
competes in track and field and plays on the badminton team. 

“We value team experience and place a lot of value on the whole person and people who are 
excelling in many areas, because that’s an indicator of their potential to perform in an aircraft,” 
said Deborah Croft, CNAF DEI deputy director. “We like to see students who are able to work 
well with others and have demonstrated success in leadership roles.” 

The Department of the Navy sponsors the CNAF Flight Academy program for students 
participating in Navy and Marine Corps Junior ROTC. The program is a new science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics (STEM) initiative selected for funding by the Naval STEM 
Coordination Office – located at the Office of Naval Research – which oversees investments in 
STEM education, outreach, and workforce initiatives. 

“The primary goal of the scholarship program is to expose exceptional minority students to a 
career path that currently lacks diversity,” says Commander Chris Williams, a Navy fighter pilot, 
instructor, and director of Diversity, Equity, 
and Inclusion. “These 20 students have what 
it takes to be leaders in the field of aviation, 
and the Navy is honored to play a part in 
their personal and professional journey.” 

 During the eight-week Flight Academy, 
each student received a minimum of 32 
hours of classroom aviation academics and 
49 hours of flight training in either a Vulcanair 
V.10 single-engine aircraft or a Piper Warrior 
(PA-28).  

Right: Cadet Vazquez was interviewed by several local 
television stations about her flight academy experience. 
She's shown here in the hangar at Deer Valley Composite 
Squadron from an interview with ABC15. 

 



The Fly-By, Southwest Region, October 2022 

Page 5 of 43 

Top:  Col. Robert Allison toured the Guatemalan Humanitarian Response Battalion and observed a capabilities demonstration. 
(All photos: Col. Robert Allison) 

Below:  Col. Allison briefs the group on the Civil Air Patrol’s capabilities during HADR operations 

Arkansas Delegation Travel to Guatemala for Disaste r Relief Conference 

by 1st Lt. Jonathan McIntyre, Arkansas Wing 

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. – In 2021, representatives of the Guatemalan Army visited Little Rock, 
Arkansas, to see how the state responds to natural disasters as part of a Humanitarian 
Assistance/Disaster Response Conference with the Arkansas National Guard. During the 
conference, the Guatemalan delegation visited Civil Air Patrol’s (CAP) Arkansas Wing 
headquarters, toured CAP aircraft and received a briefing on how CAP contributes to the state’s 
natural disasters with an emphasis on the 2019 Arkansas River floods.  

Thanks to that visit, a delegation from Arkansas was invited to the next Humanitarian 
Assistance/Disaster Response (HA/DR) Conference, which was held on July 27-29, 2022, in 
Guatemala City, Guatemala. The Arkansas delegation included three members of the Arkansas 
Army National Guard (ARANG), two from the Arkansas Department of Emergency Management 
(ADEM), and one CAP member. 


